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IQ.  (C)  On  December  26,  UN  Deputy  Special  Representative 
Manuel  Da  Silva  called  CDA  Hume  to  inform  him  of  the  Sudanese 
response  on  UN  support  for  peace-keeping.  Da  Silva 
characterized  the  response  several  times  as  &positive.8 
At  Hume,s  urging,  he  will  convene  a meeting  of  P-5 
ambassadors  on  December  27  to  share  a copy  of  the  Sudanese 
letter  and  to  provide  a briefing. 

12.  (C)  Regarding  the  phase  one  Slight  package8.  Da  Silva 
said  the  letter  seemed  to  give  a green  light  for  UN 
deployment.  Of  the  105  personnel  to  be  included  in  the 
package,  9 were  already  in  El  Fasher,  and  another  73  were  in 
Khartoum  ready  to  be  deployed.  The  UN  plans  to  send  most  of 
these  to  El  Fasher  during  this  week.  Da  Silva  said  that  the 
Sudanese  government  understood  that  the  military  members  of 
the  UN  staff  would  deploy  with  blue  helmets  or  berets. 

Regarding  the  phase  two  Sheavy  package, 8 he  said  that  the 
Sudanese  response  was  more  positive  than  he  had  anticipated. 

13.  (C)  The  Sudanese  position  regarding  the  phase  three 
Shybrid  operation8  was  less  clear.  Da  Silva  noted  that 
both  the  U.S.  and  the  UN  had  pressed  the  Sudanese  for  an 
immediate  response  on  phases  one  and  two,  understanding  that 
consultations  had  not  progressed  so  far  on  phase  three.  Hume 
said  that  in  the  public  statements  made  by  Sudanese  officials 
regarding  the  package,  they  had  insisted  that  the  size  of  the 
force  be  determined  based  on  a recommendation  of  the  AU  force 
commander.  Given  the  fact  that  current  force  commander 
Aprezi  appeared  to  be  in  the  pocket  of  the  Sudanese 
government,  that  position  could  represent  an  upcoming 
problem.  Da  Silva  said  that  the  UN  position  remained  that 
the  size  and  composition  of  the  hybrid  operation  was  to  be 
determined  based  on  a technical  assessment,  starting  with  the 
position  included  in  the  Secretary  General, s report  of  July 
128. 
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